I . *■ I. 




75 CENTS 



chanics 



( First real solar furnace cuts fuel bills 
up to 90 percent— and it won’t run dry! 



New! Big-thrill racing in small 
stock cars. Tips on how the pros 
set up their Pintos and Vegas 



Frisky new Doiph 
family day-sailer 



12 pages of fun 
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Warning: The Surgenn General Has Determined 
Thai Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health, 





SAVE ABOUT $ 680 
OPERATING COSTS. 

75CHVY ■ 

PICKUP VS. 
COMPARABLE TOT 







197$ CIO Half-Yon 330 VS Fl**Uid* Pttltup 
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POPULAR MECHANICS 



Based on GM Proving Grounds mileage 
tests and extended maintenance 
intervals for Chevyfe best-selling 1975 
pickup-projected through 50,000 miles. 



Chevy is serious about truck economy. For 
1975, Chevrolet has made meaningful 
advances designed to lower the costs of oper- 
ating this CIO Pickup. Based on GM Proving 
Grounds mileage tests and new extended 
maintenance intervals, projected through 
50,000 miles of driving, savings in operating 
costs can be as much as $680 compared to 
last year's comparably-equipped model. 

Left look at tWs specific madtfc the popular 
OO Half-Ton V 8 Pickup? 

This is Chevy's best-selling pickup and it 
offers outstanding potential for lower costs 
of operation. Projected savings based on GM 
Proving Grounds tests are shown in the box 
at right. These savings, of course, will vary 
depending on equipment, loads, operating 
conditions, driving habits and the price of 
gasoline. 

More miles dot gallon definitely helps lower 
tfw cost of ownership. 

Comparing this 1975 Chevy CIO Half-Ton 
Pickup* with its 1974 counterpart in the GM 
Proving Grounds City/Suburban Driving 
Schedule, the 5 75 Half-Ton, using unleaded 
gasoline, showed about a 14% reduction in 
fuel consumption over the '74 model using 
leaded fuel As detailed in the box at right, 
this would amount to net savings of $343 in 
50,000 miles. Again, these savings will vary 
depending on equipment* loads, operating 
conditions and the price of gasoline. 



* VEHICLES AND TEST DESCRIPTION 

Comparisons are based on the fallowing 1975 Chevrolet 
Half-Ton Pickup and its comparable 1 974 model' CIO 3S0 
2-barrel VR Flgetside Pickup, S-foot bos, under 6 ,.00 1 GVW, 
equipped to comply with Fedora l emission standards, with 
Turbo Hydra-m^tie S^peed transmission, 3.40:1 asEe ratio, 
and L78-I5 tires. Mileage tests were conducted in the CM 
Praying Grounds City /Sub urban Driving Schedule at 
average speeds of 24 mph with L6 stops per mite. Teat 
Kverages from three production '75 models were compared 
with teat averages from three production h 74 models. Test 
weights were 4,649 pounds for the v 75s and 4,570 pounds 
for the "74a ( 



NOTE: 350 VS 2-barrel not available in California. 



New extended maintenance Intervals hel p reduce 
operating costs. 

Compare maintenance costs for the same 
two pickups. Following the Maintenance 
Schedule for recommended service, this '75 
CIO Half-Ton Pickup, using unleaded fuel, 
could save about $337 on parts, lubricants 
and labor over the comparable *74 model, 
using leaded fuel* projected through 50,000 
miles of driving. That's because this new ’75 
CIO model has a catalytic converter and 
High Energy Ignition and needs fewer 
scheduled changes for spark plugs, oil, and 
filters, needs fewer chassis lubes* and has no 
points or ignition condensers to replace. 



PROJECTED LOWER OPERATING 
COSTS DURING 50000 MILES 



1975 Half-Ton 350 V8 Fleelside Pickup* 



liKrwmcf mi fas per gd Ion 

As tested in GM Proving Grounds City/Suburbam 
Driving Schedule, this 1975 Chevy Gift, using 
unleaded fuel, shews about a 14% reduction in 
fuel consumption over a ccm parable 74 node! 
using leaded lutl*. That's 700 I ewer gallons in 
S0,CH» miles. Gust figures could vary, depending 
on 1h e price of loaded and unleaded fuel in Ioe.iI 
areas; however, at a pried ol bE# per gallon far 
unleaded Fuel, allowing a One cent per gallon 
increase over leaded Fuel as permitted -hy Federal 
regulalrons, this would represent a n el savings or 



*343 



Extended maintenance interval* 



Chew compared scheduled maintenance cosh fur 
fcotti 75 and 74 Mall' Ten models, using recom- 
mendalrons Ir&m the 1975 Chevrolel True! Series 
10 jn Light- D-uly (.mission System Maintenance 
Schedule current list prices lor parts, and a ligurt 
of J] I an hour far labor. Actual figures in various 
specific, Idealities could he higher or lower. Pto- 
jwled lli rough VO, uK miles, tie savings in parts, 
loti n cants and labor lor fills 75 model could add 
up Id 



TOTAL PROJECTED LOWER 
OPERATING COSTS 
DURING 50000 MILES 



*337 

*680 
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AUTOMOBILES, DRIVING 

1 4 Imports and Ma Co rap arts 

2Q Detroit Listening Fo-s t 

60 You can 'run wfoat cha brung 1 

71 Grandpa tours (ho Stales on a Ha Hey 

106 Driving AMC's brand-new Pacer 

107 Saturday MechanTcT How ta keep your 
choke working — automatically 

HOME AND YARD 

40 _ Bath with va nity flair 

45 Tampered gfa-ss ins e rts for storm doors 

54 Hew t o st ay warm or by using lass heal 

si Divide and conquer with free standing 

wall 

102 Firal horns plug-in solar furnace 
MO Storm window' Ineial la on the inaicta 

SHOP AND CRAFTS 
44, 129, 14QC, iso Hints from readers 

62 J^rnl-5ksd_ctia.i.rl.iiw 

64 E &sier-tha n- eVer pla ster c asbng 

110 How to apply plastic laminate 

114 Haw to sharpen and hone chisels 
114 Inlaid bowl displays craftsmanship 
120 Present arms with a fins gun cabinet 
134 jiafeifcam. m ite/Jay. 

134 Flamafasg paint pogler 
1400 Hi-lo bandsaw drive 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

36 $300 macro-zoom lens, slick and sharp 

42 Photo hulls. 

M Pocket Inatgmatrc slide fans gat the 
world’s zlppfttl project or— arid more 

111 Try grid-square exposure teats 

ELECTRONICS, RADIO, TV 

100 Zipping through a supermarket counter 

BOATING, OUTDOORS 

61 You con be a world record fisherman 
00 Witch for these pacast Iters In '75 
94 Speedy skids for finding fish 

98 70 mph m a |el— WQW 

96 Power from ne w oackana* 

90 Gadgets to help you go 

SCIENCE, INVENTIONS 

102 Firal ho mo plug-i n tolar furnace 
13G Now; TV microscope for surgery 

AVIATION 

72 Great planes that make great project 

EVERY MONTH 

9 Letters 
22 All Outdoors 
32 The Bicycle Sl?.op 
50 Home own or&V Clime 

S2 Science World, wide 

60 Car Clime 
66 Appliance Clinic 
74 If* New Mow 

ON THE COVER 

New to the 75 boat lineup is this SitvnHine 
Dolphin 17 day sailer wilh an Evinruoa *> on 
its transom, Pfro to; Errof Prince 

WORTH WHITING FOR 

Looking tor more ideas and Information? 
See page 174, 

AS A SERVICE TO READERS, 7 J oci. , j r Msth.4. n.ct 
pub ii y-hos. rnw^GMny product urGhnujuf?*; and m 
ortnl^u and. 'UKSt.nc.lGQiCai dovalopmsfiu, Dus Ip pos-il. 
Dlfl v^iinnee m ina qmil'iy un<J condition <>i nMir-r..,!* 
a rd workman-simp, PcpufSt Mtcfraruct eannen i sag me 
TBapanaibiUtv (m proper application al rBEfiniquoa or 
tretiir end ik;H4 lnneu*ft|rty hi fftrululflClurCd or.tfucli 
or rrM-sor ■ b-., i II orc-|CEiB res-ulti ng< from plana published 
in mil maQlflhp 
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FEHFtUAAY 1975 * Vot, 143 No, 2 

INTERNATIONAL EDITIONS Australia. Caribbean Mexico, Southern Hemisphere 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 



Watch tor those pacesetters In "75. They offer more speed, style, safety — 
and comfort. Twelve-page boat section begins on page 68. 



You can 'run whatcha brung' at the big-time racetracks when homegrown 
Gremlins. Vegas and Pintos vie with imported ‘economy' sedans. Page 6B. 

First plug-in solar furnace for your home. Simple A-frame shed oilers m 
practical auxiliary sunpower for use with almost any home. Pago 102, 



You, too, can be a world record fisherman. Ail you need is patience, luck, 
skill and Ihese tips from our experts. Pago 81. 



Divide and conquer with a freestanding wall. Easy to build without special 
tods, it can double the use of your youngsters’ bedroom. Page 84. * 



Keep your choke working — automatically, Saturday Mechanic shows you 
how to care for your choke and enjoy all of Ms advantages. Page 107, 



Present arms! Build this truly distinctive gun cabinet and show oil six of 
your favorite firearms to best advantage. Page 120. * 




Page 6b 
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Tomorrow mornin 



look at your double-edge. 

If the razor says Gillette, 
the blade should say Gillette 




In fact, your razor almost has tosayGiltetf 
Because more than 9 out ot 10 doufcJ 
edge guys use Gillette razors. 

But Gillette razors were designed t 
have Gillette blades. Because we make o 
blades to match our razor, To make a sha 
others try to match, 

Gillette Super Stainless or longer-iae 
mg PlatmurrvPIus* blades. Wo blao 
shave smoother No blades shave do® 
And even if you use the cheapest doutd 
edge around, the most you save is abo- 
a nickel a week. That's probably why mo 
men use Gillette than all other doubd 
edge blades combined 

So take a look tomorrow mornin 
Look at your razor Look at your blau 
Then look at your mirror. 

Here’s looking at you, 

tf you don't have the blade? 
you don't have the shave. 



Gillette 

PLATINUM-PLUH 




Ask 

your Aliens 
dealer why 
he sells 
Ariens 



Your Ariens Dealer is an outdoor power equipment specialist. He has been selected 
because he has the knowledge, the experience, and the facilities to sail and service 
Ariens Tillers, Tractors and Hiding Mowers in a thoroughly professional manner. 

And your dealer chose to sell Ariens because his knowledge and experience told him that 
nq olber brand could exceed Ariens in excellence of design, quality of manufacture, 
or exceptional performance. 

Your Ariens Dealer is eager to (ell you about (he ruggedness of Ariens Power Tillers, the 
superb handling of Ariens lawn and Garden Tractors, the fine even cut you'll get from an 
Ariens Riding Mower with Its "Flex-n-Float-Plus*' mower suspension. Thai's the sort of 
thing that turns him on. 

And, really, that's why he sells Ariens, 




Arl*n« Company * 6P6 %*n SUMl * BrllUon, WlKunsJn &411Q 
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' The no-compromise vacation. I 
j The only, place you cut corners ! 
is on the cost. 
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Free South Carol inaTrip Kit 
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Mail rijStMdkCiirefmu C^i iH(m(^Tuiih5m.Ro(mi7« Bt?jt7S,ColKmJ?KL&MtkGmhlpRit I'ojoa. 



d like to help you spend less money for your vacation this year, 
Without getting less vacation for your money. 

So we've put together what's probably the most helpful vacation 
fanning guide in America. Its full of facts about things you can do 
ere. And you II be surprised how many of them are free. 

Even the Trip Kit is free lust send us the coupon. 

And find out how far your vacation dollar can take you. 
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Warning The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous loYour Health, 
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helps 
you dp things 



How clean it cuts, ami how much 
physical work il takes, tells you how 
gtxxi a saw you own. Fhaf s where 
Stanley saws come in. (And why 
not test one out on ihis casy-tobuUd 
Outdoor Kitchen?) 

Stanley makes saws that make 
the going easier. The blades arc of 
the finest saw steel - tempered for 
just the right resilience and flexri 
bilily, Thar means they won! bind 
on you. Won't buckle in the middle 
of a cut. 

The saw teeth are precision cm 
and filed. C hances arc — if you 
use a saw like most do-it- 
yourselfers— you'll never 
need to have the teeth 
re sharpened. 



And those handles, which look 
simple enough, are actually carefully 
cut out and smoothed and tapered to 
give you a more comfortable grip. 



W hich is the best Stanley saw for 
you ! C io i ri and ask. Most stores 
sd ling quality tools have a lot to 
choose from, 

C iet i he phi ns set. too, for making 
j useful, mobile Outdoor Kitchen, 
i H stores your grill, charcoal, dishes, 
etc,, has plenty of work space on its 
butcher-block top.) You'll have a 
gtxxJ time building it over some long 
w ee k end To order t he plans, se nd 
name and address and 2H to cover 
postage, to Stanley T(x>ls, Dept. 
B-JVI,New Britain, Conn. 06050. 




